
 

 
 

McKesson Specialty CDC Distribution Announcement 

MCKESSON SPECIALTY ANNOUNCES 
NEW VACCINE TEMPERATURE MONITOR INDICATORS 

 
Beginning Wednesday, November 7, 2007, all Centers for Disease Control 
vaccine shipments from McKesson Specialty will include new temperature 
monitor indicators to assure that enclosed vaccines are received in 
manufacturer-recommended conditions.  These changes are being made as a 
result of challenges with the previous temperature management tools- 
KoolWatch™ and TagAlert™- both of which will no longer be used by McKesson 
Specialty effective immediately.   
 
These new temperature indicators are the: 

 3M MonitorMark™ Time Temperature Indicator   
 ColdMark™ Freeze Indicator   

 
Both of the new indicators have been tested by McKesson Specialty and proved 
to be effective in consistently and accurately assessing the exposure to 
temperature variants during the shipping process.  As well, these selected 
indicators ensure that all viable vaccines are used which will significantly 
decrease unnecessary returns and delayed receipt of needed vaccines by 
providers.   
 

Monitor Instructions 
 

Both temperature management indicators will be included in all shipments.  Each 
will be attached to a card that provides the recipient instructions as to how to 
read the monitor.  Indicators will be placed near the vaccines to ensure proper 
protection while in transit and effectively monitor temperature levels. 
 
Containers are clearly marked “perishable” in order to alert clinic staff to 
refrigerate contents immediately upon arrival. In all cases, the recipient is 
instructed to do the following within two hours of shipment receipt: 

1) Remove the indicator from the shipment container 
2) Refrigerate vaccines at 35°-46°F (2°-8°C) 
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After storing vaccines as instructed, recipients will read each of the included 
indicators.  Below are examples of the double-sided instruction cards to which 
each of the indicators is attached. 
 
3M MonitorMark™ Time Temperature Indicator   
 

               Front                      Back 
 

     
 
 
ColdMark™ Freeze Indicator   
 

               Front                      Back 
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